




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Question Formulation Technique in a Pre-advanced 
Japanese Reading Class
Tomoko KOMADA, Kaori KONDO, Yuriko IDE
Abstract
　 This paper reports on how the Question Formulation Technique (QFT) was applied in 
a pre-advanced Japanese reading class and explores its effects and resulting problems by 
analyzing the recorded discussions in QFT.
　 It was found that students in a more active group practiced convergent and 
metacognitive thinking in a discussion.  Moreover, the analysis of the discussion after 
using QFT indicates that active discussion in the process of QFT can help students read 
texts more critically.  However, students in a more inactive group did not try to improve 
other members’ questions and as a result were not able to take advantage of QFT.  The 
major difference between the two groups is whether the group members engaged in 
effective communication and collaborative work.
　 Intrinsically, communication and collaboration skills are essential for QFT to function 
effectively and improve students’ critical thinking abilities.
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